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Cardinal John Newman said,  

ñTo live is to change, and to be 

perfect is to have changed  

often.ò   

 

ñThis being perfect is hard 

stuff.ò (Unknown)  

 

We have been working on the 

various changes that are coming 

our way in the new Roman Mis-

sal. We will begin using a new 

prayer book this Advent season. 

Thanks to Father Dave Carrano 

and Father Greg Ihm for their 

wonderful introduction and over-

view of the new prayer book. 

There are a couple of things I 

would like to address. 

 

The Mass is the central part of 

the practice of our faith. It is 

offered daily and especially on 

weekends. Each Mass has an 

infinite value.   

 

Style and substance are two 

things that are a constant daily. 

The substance is the most impor-

tant thing for us as Catholics. 

Take the Eucharist, for example. 

The substance of the bread and 

wine are more than we can ex-

plain or imagine. And yet we are 

able to appreciate the Eucharist 

because someone took the time 

and effort to share its meaning 

and importance to us. Someone 

thought enough about us and  

about the value and the signifi-

cance of the Eucharist to want to 

share its beauty and value with 

us.  

 

At the end of November, with 

the beginning of Advent, the  

first thing of importance you  

will notice will be the words or 

phrases you hear.  Many of the 

phrases will be exact wording 

from our Bible. The Mass and 

the words we use at Mass are, 

and have always been, from the 

Bible. But modern scholarship 

continues to discover ways to 

better express the translations  

we use daily at Mass. We are 

part of a very big Church. We 

are part of a very big world 

which seems to become smaller 

as we advance in communica-

tion, technology and transporta-

tion. Just think of the different 

kinds of spoken English going 

through an airport, bus or train 

terminal. I used to think I knew 

English until someone told me I 

spoke funny English!   

 

As a young priest, I occasionally 

had the opportunity to take   

Communion to my elderly  

grandmother. I always was 

struck by a phrase she would 

recite just before receiving  

Communion: ñLord, I am not 

worthy that you should come 

under my roof, say but the word 

and my soul shall be healed.ò I 

knew right where it came from: 

the words of the centurion          

speaking to Jesus about the    

healing of his son. They were not 

the words I was taught in the     

seminary when receiving      

Communion, but it was the 

right sense and the right 

intention. Actually, my 

grandmother was praying 

what she had been taught 

many years before me and 

my newfangled ways. The 

substance was correct and 

the words were correct too! 

The words are from our 

Scriptures!  

 

In the seminary there was a 

saying, ñThe Church is  

always reforming.ò There is 

a catchy Latin phrase for it 

but I digress. Lots have  

happened in the last fifty 

years in the world and in the 

Church. Even the Pope  

Twitters, uses a computer, 

and checks YouTube.  

Styles change, language 

changes, expressions 

change. What does not 

change is our faith in Jesus 

Christ! It grows, deepens, 

and becomes enriched by 

Godôs grace. 

 

Recently there was a news-

paper article about some-

thing Bishop Morlino had 

sent to the priests. It was a 

good article and fairly rep-

resented the thoughts and 

the ideas Bishop had ex-

pressed to the priests at our 

gathering in the Dells. First 

and foremost, were his      

concern and desire for    

reverence and respect for 

the Eucharist. He had wit-

nessed some actions or  

behaviors that were        

upsetting, even disrespectful  
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of the Eucharist. Thankfully there was not anything here at Saint  John and Saint Mary Par-

ishes that were of concern. I am always moved by your deep faith and respect of the Mass 

and the Eucharist. There are some practices that Bishop has asked all in the diocese to do, so 

that there will be more consistency throughout the diocese.  

 

First: the reception of the Eucharist under the form of the Precious Blood. At the Vatican 

Council and now in the new prayer book we will be using, there are directives in receiving 

Communion from the chalice. Bishop has asked that we keep to a minimum of occasions 

when Communion will be offered under both species. We will respect his wishes. We do 

have a number of individuals who are gluten intolerant or have celiac disease. For these indi-

viduals we will continue to offer the chalice that they may receive Holy Communion.  

 

Second: out of respect for the prayer of others a respectful silence and decorum should be 

held before Mass. This means that everyone make a concerted effort to be on time, in place 

and dress respectfully. For some, this is the only time in the week to have a moment to recol-

lect ourselves. It is good to be at peace with ourselves, others and God. When we come to 

worship, and that is what Mass is, to worship God, we should dress the part. Who is the most 

important? God!  

 

Third: Did you notice the priest wears something different? There is a reason. The reason is 

to take on another persona, that of Christ. We act in His stead. It is truly an honor and noth-

ing any priest deserves. There is a crucifix placed at the altar. It is to remind us what Christ 

did for us and continues to offer us each time we celebrate the Eucharist. We have many 

beautiful and inspiring representations of Godôs glory and beauty. All this leads us to a spe-

cial moment of grace in our lives. We celebrate and receive Jesus Christ. This truly is the 

center of our lives. It is the center of the Church. The heart of our prayer is the prayer of 

Christ, His sacrifice and His meal, His Communion with us as we receive His Body and 

Blood. We really do believe that we receive the Body and Blood of the Risen Savior, Jesus 

Christ. Through our reception of this Sacrament, we change. Christ comes to dwell in us. 

We share in His divine life; share in His life and His friendship. By this we are strengthened 

against sin, healed of our weaknesses, empowered to live holy lives of sacrificial love for 

one another.  

 

As we receive the Eucharist, it is an awesome and awe-filled moment. We enter into the 

very life of the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. At that moment we become a new crea-

tion; enter eternal life. Jesus speaks in Johnôs Gospel, chapter 6, ñwhoever eats this, remains 

in me and I in him.ò What a promise! 

 

All this is a reminder and a plea. Please reflect on what you do and on how you can improve 

your preparation for so great a gift. Get ready to change. It is Christ who prefects us. Please 

be patient and respectful. We are invited to the Mass, the parish, this community of faith by 

Christ. Who could turn down such a tremendous invitation?  

 

God bless you! 

Msgr Jim Gunn  

 

Saint Mary of the Lake  

Mass Times:  

Sunday:  9 am & 11 am 

Saturday:  5:15 pm 

Weekday:  8 am 



Four years ago, when Saint Johnôs Parish embarked on the path to building a new church, we estimated the total cost to be 

approximately $10.0 million to acquire land, construct and furnish the new church that we now occupy. Through two very 

successful capital campaigns, we received pledges and gifts of approximately $8.5 million. Because of your pledge com-

mitments, we received the go-ahead from the Diocese to construct our new church. 

 

Because of the gap in our budget and pledges and the fact that the pledges were to be paid over time, the parish incurred 

approximately $3.5 million in construction debt. We have subsequently paid that down to its current balance of $2.2 mil-

lion. Of that remaining debt, we have approximately $.5 million in pledges yet to be paid. As a testament to the commit-

ment of this parish, we have had very few pledges go unpaid. 

So that will leave us with a debt of approximately $1.5 million. In meeting with the Finance Council we are planning to 

pay this debt the following way: 

 

§ Soliciting new parish members for a pledge; people who have joined the parish since the last campaign. 

§ Seeking additional commitments from existing parishioners, asking you to contemplate adding an extra pledge 

payment or an additional gift. 

§ Asking parishioners if they are interested in providing the parish a loan. If you are interested in this, please con-

tact Jackie Nerat. 

§ Continue to use existing weekly offertory collection funds. So as we ask for your 2012 commitment please con-

sider increasing your giving to facilitate this need. 

 

We believe that these four avenues will allow us to pay this debt, without the need to create a ñCampaign 3ò or involve 

professional fundraisers. In four short years, we have already accounted for 85% of a $10.0 million project and we should 

be proud of that. 

 

We now need an extra push to eliminate the last part of this debt. The current loan matures in September 2012, so the Fi-

nance Council will assess the size and terms of the mortgage at that time. Thank you. 
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Saint Johnôs Scrip Program  
Last year Scripôs profit was over $7,900.00!  

Thanks to everyone who has made this program a success!!  Our goal this year is $10,000.00.   

Donôt forget about Scrip when holiday shopping. Gift cards are always available at the parish office and  

Friday afternoon in the school lobby.   

Culverôs & McDonaldôs have been added to our Scrip Program.  

Thank you for all your wonderful support.  

Itôs greatly appreciated!!!!! 

Building Fund Update from  

Tim Ryan and Dan McCausland  

Saint Johnôs Trustees  



Itôs a season of change for all of us.  

And I am not immune to that.  In 

fact, I may be getting an extra dose of 

it this year!   

 

It must be true for all priests that 

changing assignments is bittersweet.  

There is the bitterness of leaving 

what had become home, of knowing 

that familiar faces will be seen much less frequently, and 

the disruption of a rhythm and pattern of life that you 

got used to.  But there is the sweetness of new people, 

new places, and a renewed opportunity to trust Godôs 

Providence in the midst of change.  For me, it has been 

wonderful in so many ways to move in to a wonderful 

community here in Waunakee and see that the faith is 

alive in so many hearts that seek God!  Thanks so much 

for your welcoming spirit! 

 

But thatôs not the only change in the air.  Along with 

new responsibilities and new relationships for me per-

sonally, there is a change facing the whole Catholic 

Church these days.  You have probably heard that there 

is a new translation of the Mass ï the English words that 

we use in prayer have been altered and we will begin to 

use new words on the First Sunday of Advent, the week-

end of Nov 26/27.   
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Change In the Air  
by Father Dave Carrano  

We have tried to help prepare everyone for this change through 

homilies and a series of talks on the meaning of the Mass and 

how the new translation of the Mass can help us.   But we still 

need to go through the experience of the change itself, with all 

the bittersweetness that it brings.   

 

You may feel like this is a challenge, but like Iôve been saying, 

relatively little will be new in the prayers and responses of the 

people, while about 95% of the changes affect the priestôs 

parts.  Yikes!  But without change there is no life.  As Blessed 

John Henry Cardinal Newman said of us humans:  ñTo live is 

to change, and to be perfect is to have changed often.ò   

 

New town, new people, new words for prayer.  Change is in the 

air.  My hope is to embrace it and find in it new life.   

 

 

 
 

From the Desk of Jenny Schmitz  
(Coordinator of Faith Formation, grades K -6) 

Faith Formation is in full swing at both Saint John the Baptist and Saint Mary of the Lake Parishes.  Grades K-1 have been 

working hard at learning about creation and that God created everything they see . . . including THEM!   

Grade 2 is learning about the Sacrament of Reconciliation, which they are preparing to receive for their very first time in 

December. Please pray for these children who will grow closer to Jesus through this Sacrament.  Their photos will be up in 

the narthex of both churches.   

Grades 3-6 started out the year learning about Revelation, the Sacraments, and the Church. They are now deep into learning 

the New Roman Missal Translation so they can participate fully in the Mass, come November 27th.  

 

Continue on page  7 
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Pride ðin all that we do  

 

 Power -to make a difference  

 

  Prayer ðfor guidance along the way  

These phrases capture the theme of Saint John the 

Baptist School this year.  

 

We are proud to be part of our faith community 

and committed with Gods guidance to make a 

difference everyday.  This is accomplished in 

many small ways everyday and in larger projects 

that will make a difference and touch others lives 

in a positive way.  

 

The school has completed its Diaper Drive pro-

ject for Waunakee Neighborhood Connection.  

This drive began in mid-September with an all- 

school assembly.  During this assembly, it was 

demonstrated to the students that babies need 

quite a few diapers in their first years.  There are 

members of our local community that have been 

blessed with a baby, and need our assistance to 

make sure that they have everything they need to 

be happy and healthy.  Students were challenged 

to bring in diapers to help these families and ba-

bies in need.  

 The students and their families responded posi-

tively to this challenge and over the course of 

three weeks brought in over 250 boxes of diapers. 

This was an overwhelming response and helped 

the Waunakee Neighborhood Connection reach 

and exceed their goal of collecting 500 boxes of 

diapers for our community. 

 

Two classroom, Mr. Riegeôs second grade and 

Mrs. Kalscheuerôs fifth grade classes were the win-

ners of the school contest and were able to create 

diaper sculptures for the Fall Family Fun Night in 

October.  In addition, they loaded and rode a bus to 

the Waunakee Neighborhood Connection to de-

liver all the diapers. 

 

There are many other projects, big and small, that 

the students will be supporting throughout the 

school year.  We take pride in being able to make a 

difference in our school, parish and community.  

 

Check out our new website for more school 

events at www.stjb.org. 

 
 


