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| rejoiced when | heard them
say, fALet wus g
of t hePsdnol2d . o

For years | have dreamt of
returning to the Holy Land;
last January | found my
chance. Information arrived in
an email offering a pilgrim-
age with an extended stay,
specifically for priests, in July
2009. I recalled the words of
the psalm quoted above.

Thirty-five years ago, as a
student in the seminary, | had
a chance to travel with my
professors and classmates. |
knew this would be a rich
experience. Many of you have
asked about my experience, in
July so | thought | would take
this opportunity to share some
thoughts and reflections.

Three-fold goal: first, a
pilgrimage is a holy trip; more
than being a tourist. Nothing
wrong with being a tourist but
a pilgrimage offers more time
for prayer and reflection. This
trip was to afford a renewed
way to encounter the Lord, in
His own land. Second, a
pilgrimage is time for priestly
renewal; to spend time in a
guided retreat, time for prayer
and reflection, celebrate Mass

and the Liturgy of the
Hours, read and pray with
the Scriptures. For me it
was a way to renew an old
friendship with Christ, sort
of a sitting down with a
good friend and having a
long conversation, a sort of
fcatching
pilgrimage is an extended

and people for centuries;
Egypt (Africa) to the south;
the Hittites, (Turkey and
Europe) to the north and
west; Persia and Mesopota-
mia (Asia) to the east.
Where there is water, the
land is rich and fertile. Rich

u p . o fields of banana trees, figs,

dates, cotton, beans and

stay; time to see and hear, g g corn are to be seen through-

experience the people and
places that are important to
our faith and our belief. And
honestly, my summer break!

The time in Israel was all
this and so much more!
There were priests from
Central and South America,
Europe, Vietnam, and India.
Sharing their stories of their
call to the vocation, the
priesthood, trials and suc-
cesses of their lives, | was
really able #
voice of Chri
many wonderful things of
the richness and beauty of
the Faith and the Church.
The Palestinian people, both
Christians and Muslims
were very hospitable. The
Israeli people are much
more diverse and populous
than | remember as a stu-
dent.

The land, the home of Jesus:
| see how truly God does
choose the lowest and the
poorest of all! Three conti-
nents converge forming the
Holy Land. It has been for
centuries a crossroads of the
world. The ancient super-
powers have used this land

out the country. Sunflowers,
wild flowers, gardens and
lawns are beautifully mani-
cured. And then there is the
desert; hot and very dry!
The first two weeks were
very comfortable; the last
week was intensely hot.
Celebrating Mass in the
churches that have been
built above the ancient sites

to preserve and protect them

was most moving. Visiting
these places helped me to
know the richness of the

place where our faith has its o

roots and the beginnings of
the Early Church. It is so
central to the foundation of
our faith. | was profoundly
moved to be celebrating

Mass at Nazareth, the site of

the crucifixion, and the
tomb of Christ. | was able to
be the main celebrant at the
church that commemorates
the Birth of John the Bap-
tist. We celebrated Mass at
the place of the Annuncia-
tion, the birth of John the
Baptist and of Jesus Christ,
the Last Supper and in the
Olive Garden.

Continued on page 2
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each day. A short walk and you find yourself in
We even had Mass on a boat in the middle a place where Christ went to the Temple to pray
of the Sea of Galilee! | walked the Way of and teach; where He was crucified, died, and
the Cross. We also spent time in Caper-  rose to new life. It was for me a time to relax,
naum, the Sea of Galilee, and the Dead Se reflect, pray and be renewed. It was a time to
and in Jericho. (Jericho is the lowest city  realize with profound gratitude where we have
below sea level.) come from and what with the grace of God we
have accomplished in the last several years. |
Bethlehem is a place of contrasts. On one was honored and privileged to be able to spend
level it is so revered as the birthplace of ~ so much time with the Lord.
Christ. Yet the city is divided by a massive
wall placed by the Israeli government in There is a strange beauty to the land, poor by

Saint John the Baptist
Catholic Church

new logo. fear of terrorists. It is a major hardship for Wisconsin standards, yet rich in history, culture,
the people of the area. Everyone must go archaeology, food, people, and way of life. And
through the checkpoint. Sometimes the itds safe to be there. I

wait can be for hours. There is litle water t her e t han my previous t
and no employment. The Catholic Church we have grown accustomed to the presence of
offers a college education to all who wish. militia, police and armed security officers.
The people are well educated; 95 percent
of the population of Bethlehem and Shep- Ever ywher e there are rem
herdsd Field have apeace of Jerusalem. o0 95 d
percent are unemployed. Life is harsh. also, while | was there you were constantly in
my prayers. And you are each day here, too.
My home for three weeks was in Jerusalermr God bless you.
at the Notre Dame Ci
iNew Gate, o &ceetmyt ed Msgr.JimGunn
wal | surrounding nOl a
wonderful view of the city, new and old. |
was able to see the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher, the Dome of the Rock, the
Mount of Olives and a beautiful sunrise

Welcome Paul Margala

Saint John the Baptist welcomes Paul Margala as the new Coordinator of Faith Formation along with the Steward-
ship and Development efforts for the parish. Paul has been a member of Saint John the Baptist for about 14 years.
He previously served the Diocese of Madison as an Assistant Director in the Office of Stewardship and Developmen
Paul also has an extensive background in training at
gree from the University of WiscongimMadison. Paul is married and he and his wife Jenifer have five children to-
gether.

il personally want to thank everyone at Saint John the Bz
cially to Monsignor Gunn, Father Pat, Jackie, Kim, and Aggie in the office, Abby our Coordinator of Youth Ministry and Jenny
Schmitz, the administrative assistant to Faith Formation, for helping the new guy find things and get acclimated t@the progr

And to Conni Stark and all of the school staff that helps us with the use of the school building for our classes and events.

Along with the staff a special thank you must go out to all of the catechists and other volunteers that give themgii af8ist
in one of the most important ministries in our church today, educating our children about our Catholic faith. One bfjoaysfirs
is to create a support structure not only for our existing and returning catechists but for new oned heywedled to have the

tools and knowledge to succeed in their mission of helping our children understand what it means to be Catholic bpgatablishi
Continue on page 4
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The Book of PsalmSy Father Pat Wendler

Each weekend we patrticipate

in the celebration of the Mass. To sum up the meaning that the Psalms have for
We join vocally with our broth-  us, St Ambrose tells us: "Are there any songs more
ers and sisters in praise and beautiful than the Psalms? As the psalmist himself
thanksgiving to our every lov- rightly says: Praise the Lord, for the Psalms are good;
ing and merciful Lord with our God deserves harmonious praise. The Psalms are

prayer and song. We open our the blessing of the people, the praise of God, the
hearts and minds t o he ampraisehfiered by thalféitful, ¢he acdammnotatithda n t h e
prayers the priest prays for the people and to the  people, a universal language, the voice of the Church,
sacred readings spoken from the ambo. In betweenthe harmonious profession of our Faith, an expression
the first and second reading is the Responsorial of our complete selfjiving, the joy of our freedom,
Psalm, where the cantor will sing the Psalm and the and the cry of our overflowing joy. They calm our
people respond with their own refrain. This refrain anger, dispel our worries, and are a consolation to us
is in direct response to the Psalm and if we miss in times of sadness. They are a weapon by night, and
hearing or reading the words sung by the cantor, wea source of teaching during the day; they are our de-
wi | | mi ss out on part o flenséwhtddanger comes and mur joysin days of cele-

God has given us the Book of Psalms as a gift tgoration; they express the tranquility of the spirit, and
connect our hearts to the Heart of God. We know @f € a pl edge of peace and u
that David (the composer of the majority ofthe ~ Tt hought finds its echo in t
Psalms and most of the others were clearly writ- ing them, I meditate on the gift of revelation, on the
ten during the Davi€Ssolomon era) was character- prophetic announcement of the rgsurrectlon, on all the
ized as "a man after God's own Heart." Despite hisdreat goods we have beeln promlsed'; through the
major failings, he had a passion for intimacy with Psalms, | learn to avoid sin, to. grow in a spirit of re-

God and zeal to pursue God with his whole heart. Pentance and sorrow for the sins that | have commit-

He had a supreme love for God's Word with the T € d. o

longing to obey His commandments. He also had We hear the Psalms at Mass to enlighten our hearts

the heart of a shepherd and the creative giftsto  about our loving God. Maybe we could reach for the

achieve this masterpiece of expression. Bi ble during the week to receijlve C
Psalms were written for different purposes and ~ €nment then, too.

express different emotions and desires. Some
Psalms were intended to express praise and thanks-

ni tlyéEev
he [Book

giving to God. Some Psalms were written to teach X X X ——
morals and to provide exhortation. Sometimes the| PSalms in various topical groupings:
writer felt a need to express penitence for offenses Righteous vs. Wicked/Integrity/Godliness Psalms 1; 7; 14;
committed. Some writers wrote to tell part of the 15, 17; 26; 49; 64, 101,120
story of God's relationship with the Israelites. There ~ Revelation/Word of Godi Psalms 19,119 |
are many Psalms of laments. Some psalms forete|l ~ Messianici Psalms 2; 8; 16; 22; 40; 45; 69; 72; 89; 102; 109
the coming of the Messiah. . ll(.)’ 132 . y

. . . Kingship/Royal/Sovereigntyi Psalms 21; 24; 47; 48; 85; 87;

Wherever we are in our spiritual journey, what- 93: 97: 99: 113 122
gver emotions our hearts may be Lee"”g' ?’l‘l’?_""te"er Crisis/Desperationi Psalms 55; 57; 70; 88; 142; 143
stlrugg.eshwe maly bek?omg through, wde (‘j’\" ind a Reproach/Slanderi Psalms 4; 86; 123
place Int r? Psalms that reslonate_s”an h raws us Answering The Tough Question§ Psalms 10; 13; 74; 77; 79
closer to_; e Lor.(:. Tf e Psa.m"s wilhen aﬂce our Protection/Deliverance/Victoryi Psalms 3; 5; 12; 18; 20; 28;
Prayer Life (or Li °0 Prayer) Llozd’ teac me to 44; 46; 59; 61; 62: 108; 118; 121: 124: 140; 141; 144; 147
pray.o they wi enhiange s0irhentRind éti&wﬁmé)l%éétg AWt G Bdd Rt psaims
Lord, teac me to worship.7Q 388f 5488 8055168 8o°75.%§: 82t 3; 04; 106;
be authentic and transparent before God and othars. 129: 137: 139
We W'”_ 'e?‘”‘ more about _the chara_cter anql PErSOn  penijtential/Confession Of Sin/Discipline Of The Lord
of God._H|s Goodn_ess, H_|s Soyerelgnty, _H|s Holi- Psalms 6; 32: 38; 39: 51; 53; 130; 137; 143
ness, His Wrath, His Loving Kindness, His Mercy,| 5orance Of Faith/Faithfulness Of Godi Psalms 11; 27;
His Power, His Majesty, and His Transcendence. . 01- .
. 56; 91; 105; 146

It will help us learn more about our Lord Jesus
Christ as we see the Messiah in the Psalms.
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C‘) D O I h a. V e tyAQvHena’gono t 0

il almost every teenager at least once in their It is expressed in a lifestyle of worship; a life that acknowl-
il i fe. The answer i s edgesfydasdpyts Himhfilstc h i s r e -

sponded to with a grumble, some whining,
and maybe some foot dragging on the part of
said teenager. Yet even as recently as this
past Sunday, thousands of Catholics around the world
risked their freedom and even their lives to attend Mass

The Mass is the édsource and
1324). This means our faith has its beginning (source) and

and receive Jesus in the Eucharist. We need to live life to the fulle$tnot just the average, every-
daylifeibut a ri h I'ife full of

. . c
Often t:jmes, even if we do r_nanagtle to show up for. Mas_s Mass. In ordergto serve our %urpﬁse here on Earth of knowir
we onot actively particl plav}nfand"‘sar ing'G(gd,Sv&e ¢'to be thedin unforpvﬁth t

thinking about what else we could be_ c_ioing. .SO' wh_y the Him through the Eucharist and the celebration of the Mass.
difference? Why are some people willing to risk their

lives and we seem to have trouble even wanting to show
up? My first challenge to you, then, is to pick this coming Sunday
and really pay attention to everything being said. Find one

Thereds not-fixatrplrase Ircan writatigai ¢ of the Mass (other than the end) that catches your interest.

#€ The above question is probably asked by ~ we pull out only on Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings.

highest expression (summit) in the celebration of the Euchari

will change everyonebs att §tqrtﬁo$?réticipat6 tnatt mogen. égpore&h@ regg{ard' g,agiqa)n bl

of people cdughing, babies crying, shoes scraping, and hone

to do with not being fully aware of what the Mass is. We
on that moment.

may know the responses by heart, know exactly when to
kneel or stand, but understanding the glory and the mys-

tery of the Word of God and the Eucharist is truly exciting My second challenge is to find the parts of the Mass in the B

and should have us running to church. ble. Look up some of these passages; think about where these

words are in the Mass. Start to connect the Mass to your eV

When we worship God, and place Him first in our lives, ryday life and strive to truly put God first.

we avoid turning in on ourselves, which can lead to sin and Mark 11:910 Lamentations 3:41
overattachment to the things of this world. We especially 2 Chronicles 35:5 2 Maccabees 14:46
express worship of God during Mass, when we offer our Revelation 19:9 Colossions 3:17

lives to the Father through Jesus and ités I|iberating wh

we truly come to understand what that mgans. Start with these small steps and maybe, just maybe, the que
Just as we owe our parents honor, obedience, andrespect | o n wi | IArehaegé etawimg for

because of all our parents have done for us, on an ever
grander scale we owe God reverence as an acknowledge-
ment of all He has done for us. Our faith is not something

Paul Margala cont from page 2.

relationship with Jesus Christ though his Church and sacraments. Each year there seems to be an issue with tryireg st
Hopefully going forward we will have more volunteers than classrooms. If someone out there has always wanted to teacl
thought to themselves that they could never do that from a knowledge standpoint or some other issue, | want to asaitivect

will have resources to help them succeed and enjoy the experience. When the catechist is having fun so will the children.

| look forward to the times ahead as we build on the solid program that is already in place here at the parish. Ashmeeidp
children | am encouraged by the energy that is present. | look forward to meeting more and more families as time gbes o
welcome your feedback and suggestions. If | can assist you in any way or if you have any questions please feel fréeentoat
the parish office.

Thank you and God bless you and remember that everythi
Sincerely,
Paul Margala
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SMART Boards at Saint John the Baptist Catholic School

There is a word that the teachers at Saint John School like to use when they talk about SMART Board
interactive whiteboards PHENOMENAL!

Over the summer, thanks to grants from Endres Manufacturing, the Knights of Columbus and the Wau-
nakee Area Education Foundation, our parish school has purchased five interactive SMART Boards. It
didndét take |l ong for the boards to become a popu
transforms the learning of curricular content from one that was textbaséd to a visual, multhedia
experience for the teachers and the students.

Some of the teachers in the school received training over the summer and have immediately imple-
mented the technology into their everyday lessons. They have embraced the ease with which they could
create lessons and archive them for future use. With the large screen and class full of students, there is
no problem with anyone being able to see the action happening on the interactive whiteboard. Teachers
have commented that many of their students were more engaged, enjoying school, and learning more
effectively. In addition, this technology allows teachers to meet the different learning styles of all the
students. Best of all the students are motivated to learn!

Teachers can also access the wealth of free resources available to help students learn visually and inter-
actively. There are many resources that can be found and actually utilized to complement and extend our
current curriculum. As a result, we anticipate a positive impact on student academic success.

The six SMART Boards are being utilized in grade& t the computer lab, and one portable one for

the 4" grade classrooms to share. It is our hope that we can expand and have a SMART board in every
classroom in the near future!

School News

10th Annual Saint John School Auction
ADIi amonds @&@a@aumdtemy mStyl eo

Ready for a little sparkle arawhole lot of country?Attend thelOth annual Saint John School Auction
event. This year we are fashionably celebratid@monds and Denim- Country Style" on Saturday,
December 5 &:30 PM. Put on your favorite jeans, add some sparkleamekick up your heels all
night long. Enjoy a night obidding on hundreds of fantasttems, a fabulous buffet of foalong

with drinks andhours of entertainment. The auction raises over $25,000 each yesdp fond school edu-
cational equipment likeomputers and learning prograaswell acommunity service projectsVatch the
bulletin for more informatioror to purchase ticketand learn more now, contact Barb MeriggiolB&0-
6056 OR Mercy Ranurat 8499885.

r" Check out Saint Johnbés wupdate

k We have updated our parish and school web site to make it friendly and convenient for our parishioners.
Please check out stjb.org. We would love to hear your comments and suggestions for the web site. Please
contact Kim Piazza at 849121 or kpiazza@straphael.org.
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KC NEWS

Our Waunakee/Westport Council 6371 of the The Knights of Columbus support our youth
Knights of Columbus is dedicated to Charity, with events as the Server Recognition and this
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. We support past month with such activities as Punt Pass
our priests, church, school, and community in Kick and the Soccer Challenge.

many ways through our volunteer work and

various fund raising activities. In October we hosted the Parish Picnic. We

also we will be hosting a Thanksgiving dance
Our council has been very active over the pasbn November 14th with Polka music.
months through our various fund raising ac-
tivities such as Waunafest and the Wisconsin
Badger Concession Stand during the Wiscon-
sin/Wofford game.

We invite all Catholic men 18 years old and
over to join the KCb6s.
on the third Wednesday of each month at 7pm.
If interested in becoming a member of the

With the funds from these and other fundrais-Kk C6s pl ease con@5%Lt Ed
ing activities we have been able to support StMarshall Frey (84%018), Chuck Frederick

John School by providing funds for Smart (8494642) or George Rizza (888B75). You
Boards and a new floor scrubber. We also  can also visit our web site at

support Respect for Life activities such as the www.kofc6371.orgrom more information.

40 Days for Life by participating in P+oife

Vigils in September and October.

Welcome 1st Degree

KC Roller Skating Schedule

November 13 6:00pm
January 17 4:00pm
February 7 4:00pm
February 21 4:00pm

March 5 6:00pm
March 19 6:00pm


http://www.kofc6371.org/

